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neighbour; she has always sat, as it were, with her back
to Russia, looking westwards, and her statesmen have not
even taken the trouble to learn the Russian language.
There has, in fact, been something a little " priggish " in her
superior attitude, in her perpetually drawn comparison
between Russian " barbarism" and Finnish " culture."
Though her capital, Helsingfors, is but twelve hours by rail
from Petrograd, Finland knows as little of the interior of
Russia as people do in England.
The policy of the Russian Government, on the other hand,
has been marked by that inconsistency, political blindness,
and arbitrariness which one expects from an irresponsible
bureaucracy. For ninety years Finland was left alone to work
out her own salvation, entirely apart from that of the rest of
the Empire ; and then suddenly it was discovered that her
coasts were of the highest strategical importance, and that
she was developing a commercial and industrial system in
dangerous competition with the tender plant of commerce
and industry in Russia itself. The Slavophils raised an out-
cry, and the decree went out that the Russian whale should
swallow this active and prosperous little Jonah. The former
policy was really as stupid, though less cruel, than the latter.
Had there been anything like that steady political tradition
and wide political experience in Russia which we can draw
upon in England, the Imperial Government would have
from the first endeavoured to draw Finland closer to the
Empire, not by bands of steel and iron but by the more
delicate and more permanent ties of considerateness,
affection, and self-interest. It is political stupidity, based
upon ignorance and inexperience, and not inhumanity,
which is the real explanation of Russia's unfortunate rela-
tions with her subject peoples during the past century*
Moreover, the political machinery which has hitherto served